
 

 
 
 

 
 

PES Council 
Lisbon, 1 and 2 December 2017 

 
 
Decisions taken by the 2017 PES Council  
 
1. Council organisation  
 

- Jan Royall and Ruairi Quinn were unanimously elected as Council chairs.  

-  Confirmation of voting rights: 201 voting rights were considered valid out of 213 
potential votes (see composition of delegations in (Annex 1).  

- The Council unanimously adopted the Rules of procedures (Annex 2).  

- The Council unanimously adopted the voting recommendations (Annex 3)  
- Laura Ballarin (PSOE Spain), Kristian Malina (CSSD Czech Republic), Tuulia Pitkanen 

(YES) and Carmen Fischer (SPÖ Austria) were unanimously elected tellers. 
- The Council unanimously adopted the Program of the 2017 PES Council  (Annex 4) 

 

2. Resolution 2019 PES Common Candidate roadmap 

 

- The Council discussed the resolution 2019 PES Common Candidate roadmap and 
1 amendment (Annex 5)  

- The amendment was adopted with 154 votes in favour and 47 against 

- The Council adopted the resolution “2019 PES Common Candidate roadmap” with 

180 votes in favour and 21 of abstention (Annex 6). 

- The Council backed the composition of the PES Working Group Candidate 2019 

(Annex 7) 

The following took part in the debate: Piero Fassino PD Italy, Marja Bijl PvdA Netherlands, 

Christine Revault d'Allonnes-Bonnefoy PS France, Peter Hummelgaard Thomsen SD 

Denmark, Daniel Diez activist from Madrid, Melanie Zvonik activist from Vienna, Pyry Niemim 

SAP Sweden and João Albuquerque YES. 

3. Resolution #Progressive Europe/Renewal 

- The Council discussed the resolution #Progressive Europe/Renewal. 
- SAP Sweden had sent an Statement to the PES Presidency in advance (Annex 8) and 

Fredrik Olovsson (SAP Sweden) made an statement on the resolution (Annex 9) 
- Afterwards, the Council debated the following amendments to the resolution 

#Progressive Europe/Renewal (Annex 10): 



 

o Non-controversial adjustments (lines 6, 17,21, 66, 68) were adopted with 196 
votes in favour, 3 against and 2 abstention 

o Amendment 2 of deletion was rejected with 1 vote in favour, 193 against and 7 
abstention 

o Amendment 4 of deletion and replacement  was adopted, after being updated 
in the plenary, with 199 votes in favour, 1against and 1 abstention 

o Amendment 7 of deletion  was rejected with 18 votes in favour, 182 against 
and 1 abstention 

o Amendment 9 of deletion was rejected with 25 votes in favour, 169 against and 
7 abstention 

o Amendment 10 of deletion was rejected with 17 votes in favour and 193 against 
o Amendment 12 of deletion was rejected with 26 votes in favour, 168 against 

and 6 abstention 
o Amendment 13 of addition was adopted with 120 votes in favour, 71 against 

and 10 abstention 
o Amendment 15 of addition was adopted after being updated in the plenary, with 

168 votes in favour, 26 against and 7 abstention 
o Amendment 17 of deletion  was adopted with 175 votes in favour, 14 against 

and 12 abstention 
o  Amendment 18 of addition was rejected with 14 votes in favour, 170 against 

and 17 abstention 
o Amendment 19 of addition  was unanimously adopted 

- The Council adopted the resolution “#Progressive Europe/Renewal” with 188 votes 

in favour and 13 of abstention (Annex 11). 

- Following the article 20.7 of the PES Statutes1, SAP Sweden declared itself not to be 

bound by this resolution and also requested to have its abstention from the resolution 

recorded in the minutes.  

The following took part in the debate: Maria Vassiliadou EDEK Cyprus, Evelyn Regner SPÖ 
Austria, Paul Tang PvdA Netherlands, Pervenche Berès PS France, Lena Vromans PvdA 
Netherlands, Marie Arena PS Belgium Stefan Gran SPD Germany, Peter Hummelgaards 
Thomsen SD Denmark, Olga Zrihen PES in the CoR, Jernej Pikalo SD Slovenia, Fatihya Abdi 
PvdA Netherlands, Luciano Vecchi PD Italy, Aleksander Glogowski PS France, Maurice Braud 
PS France, Knut Fleckenstein SPD Germany, João Albuquerque YES, Christine Antorini SD 
Denmark, Joana Ueckermann SPD Germany. 

4. PES Resolution concerning prisoners of conscience in Turkey 

- The PES Council approved unanimously the Resolution concerning prisoners of conscience 

in Turkey (Annex 12) 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 PES Statutes, art. 20.7 If a full member party declares that it is unable to implement a specific decision taken 
by qualified majority, it can declare itself not to be bound by such a decision provided it indicates this intention 
before a vote is taken. 



 

Annex 1 
Voting rights  

Approved by the PES Council 
Lisbon, 1-2 December 2017 

 

                                                           
2 MSzDP did not attend 
3 UP excused its presence 
4 PSD excused its presence 

Delegates with voting rights - full member parties 

Party Number of Congress delegates with 
voting rights (incl. PES Presidency 
member), 
Adopted by the PES Presidency on 
13th March 2017 

Number of Council 
delegates (incl. PES 
Presidency member) 

Austria SPÖ 9 5 

Belgium PS 7 4 

Belgium sp.a 4 2 

Bulgaria BSP 6 3 

Cyprus EDEK 2 1 

Croatia SDP 6 3 

Czech Republic CSSD 9 5 

Denmark SD 6 3 

Estonia SDE 3 2 

Finland SDP 4 2 

France PS 41 21 

Germany SPD 39 20 

Greece PASOK 3 2 

Hungary MSzP  6 3 

Hungary MSzDP2 2 1 

Ireland Labour 2 1 

Italy PSI  2 1 

Italy PD  45 23 

Lithuania LSDP 4 2 

Luxembourg LSAP 3 2 

Malta PL 5 3 

Netherlands PvdA 9 5 

Norway DNA 7 4 

Poland SLD 3 2 

Poland UP3 2 1 

Portugal PS 14 7 

Romania PSD4 20 10 

Slovakia SMER 7 4 

Slovenia SD 2 1 

Spain PSOE 24 12 

Sweden SAP 10 5 

UK Labour 37 19 

Northern Ireland 2 1 

PES President 1 

PES Vice-President 4 

PES SG 1 
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Delegates without voting rights  

S&D Group in the EP 48 

PES Group in the CoR 30 

FEPS 3 

PES Women 4 

YES 4 

PSS Albania 2 

SDP Bosnia and Herzegovina 2 

pBS Bulgaria 2 

SDUM FYROM 2 

Samfylkingin Iceland 2 

SDPS Latvia 2 

PDM Moldova 2 

DPS Montenegro 2 

SDP Montenegro 2 

DS Serbia 2 

PS Switzerland 2 

CHP Turkey 2 

HDP Turkey 2 

Rainbow Rose 2 

Progressive Alliance 2 

Socialist Group in the PACE 2 

Socialist Group in the PAOSCE 2 

SI 2 

ARF Armenia 1 

PS Andorra 1 

CTP Cyprus 1 

ESDP Egypt 1 

Georgian Dream 1 

Labour Israel 1 

Meretz Israel 1 

LSDSP Latvia 1 

Fatah Palestine 1 

PSD San Marino 1 

FDTL-Ettakatol Tunisia 1 

USFP Morocco 1 

CEE Network for Gender Issues 1 

European Forum for Democracy and Solidarity (EFDS) 1 

European Senior Organisation (ESO) 1 

International Falcon Movement – Socialist Educational 
International (IFM-SEI) 

1 

 

Delegates with voting rights – full member organisations 

S&D Group in the EP 15 

PES Group in the CoR 6 

FEPS 2 

PES Women 2 

YES 2 

TOTAL with voting rights 213 



 

International Social Democratic Union for Education 
(ISDUE) 

1 

International Union of Socialist Youth (IUSY) 1 

Joint Committee of the Nordic Social Democratic 
Labour Movement (SAMAK) 

1 

Socialist International Women (SIW) 1 

PES Local  1 

TOTAL without voting rights 146 

 

Ex-officio delegates without voting rights  

PES members of the European Commission 8 

President of the CoR 1 

President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the OSCE 1 

TOTAL ex-officio delegates 10 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Annex 2 

Rules of procedure  

Approved by the PES Council 

PES Council 2017, Lisbon, 1-2 December 2017 

 
Introduction 

These rules are based on the PES Statutes currently in force, adopted at the 10th PES 

Congress in Budapest on 12-13 June 2015  

 

Composition of the Council 

Article 1 

The number of Council delegates, nominated in accordance with article 30 of the PES 

Statutes, is listed in Annex 1 of the Rules of Procedure. 

The list of other parties, organisations and individuals invited to the Congress, adopted by the 

Presidency in accordance with article 30.5 of the PES Statutes, is available with the Council 

Secretariat.  

Registered PES Activists are invited to the Council, in their own capacity, as guests. In this 

quality, they may attend plenary sessions without the right to speak or to vote. 

 

Article 2 

In accordance with article 44.4, members of the PES are not entitled to vote or take part in the 

Council if they have not paid their annual membership fees. 

In accordance with article 30.3 of PES Statutes, PES members’ delegation must be gender-

balanced, (i.e. there should not be more than a difference of 1 delegate between the two 

genders). If a delegation does not respect this rule, its vote to the Council will be reduced 

proportionally.  

 

Powers of the Council 

Article 3 

 

In accordance with article 29 of the PES Statutes, the Council shall contribute to the shaping 

of the PES policy and shall serve as a platform for strategic discussions.  

It can adopt resolutions and recommendations.  

 

Article 4 

In accordance with article 12 of the PES Statutes, full member delegates have the right of 

expression, the right of initiative and the right to vote. Associate member delegates have the 

right of expression and the right of initiative. Observer member delegates have the right of 

expression. 

 

The Council can ratify specific recommendations on the procedure to vote approved by the 

PES Presidency 

 

Article 5 

Speaking time at the Council will be shared fairly among full member parties and organisations 

on the basis of their number of delegates. 

 



 

Therefore, speakers will be entitle to speak up to 5 minutes and delegates shall be given 1 

minute for the debate  

 

Conduct of the Council 

Article 6 

The internal rules of procedure and the agenda are adopted once the Council is opened. 

The President or the Secretary General announces the start and the end of the Congress. 

 

Article 7 

Following a Presidency proposal, the Council elects a Chair/s by simple majority 

Following a Presidency proposal, the Council elects 4 tellers, from different member parties, 

by simple majority. The Congress tellers are responsible for counting the votes. 

 

The Council debates are managed by the Council Chair/s with the assistance of the Council 

Secretariat (PES Staff).The Council Chair/s with the assistance of the Council Secretariat 

makes recommendations to the Council on the procedure for decision-making debates and 

votes.  These recommendations require simple majority. 

 

Decisions and votes by the Council 

Article 8 

In accordance with article 20.5 of the PES Statutes, the quorum for votes requires two thirds 

of full member parties to be present. 

 

Any request for a quorum must be made by 25% of full member parties. In the event that a 

quorum is requested and not met, the vote cannot take place. 

 

Article 9 

In accordance with article 20.3 of the PES Statutes, political decisions shall, whenever 

possible, be taken on the basis of consensus. If a consensus cannot be reached, they shall 

be taken on the basis of qualified majority.   

According to article 20.5, qualified majority requires 50% of weighted votes cast +1. 

The allocation of votes for a qualified majority per party and per organisation is equal to that 

party and organisation’s number of delegates to the PES Council (see Annex 1).  

Proxy voting is not permitted. 

 

Article 10 

In accordance with article 20.7 of the PES Statutes, a full member party may declare that it is 

not bound by a political decision taken by qualified majority, provided it expresses the intent 

before the vote is taken. 

 

Article 11 

The draft resolution and the amendments recommended by the PES Presidency will be the 
basis for the debate 
 

Article 12 

 

Amendments shall have priority over the text to which they relate and shall be put to the vote 

before the text.  



 

If two or more amendments have been tabled to the same part of a text, the amendment that 

departs furthest from the original text shall have priority and shall be put to the vote first. If it 

is adopted the other amendments shall fall. If it is rejected, the amendment next in priority 

shall be put to the vote and similarly for each of the remaining amendments. 

 

Article 13 

In accordance with article 20.5 of the PES Statutes, votes are cast per member party and 
organisation.  
 
Member parties and organisations are free to cast their votes individually or collectively. 
 
A show of hands is called. If the result is unclear a roll call per party/.organisation shall be 
made. 
 

Article 14 

A vote shall be declared open and closed. Once the vote has been declared open, no one 

shall be allowed to speak until the vote is closed. The Tellers shall decide whether the result 

of the vote is valid.  

 

Procedural Motions 

Article 15 

Any delegate may be allowed to speak to draw the attention to any failure to respect the 

Council Rules of Procedure (Point of order). The delegate shall first specify to which rule s/he 

is referring. 

 

A request to raise a point of order shall take precedence over all other requests to speak. 

Speaking time shall be one minute. An immediate decision on a point of order shall be taken, 

in accordance with the Rules of Procedure, and shall be announced that decision once a point 

of order has been raised.  

 

Council decisions 

Article 16 

In accordance with article 32 of the PES Statutes, the decisions and the documents adopted 

by the Council shall be communicated to members of the PES and shall be published on the 

PES Website. 

  



 

Annex 3 

Voting recommendations 

Adopted by the PES Council 

 PES Council, 1 and 2 December 2017, Lisbon 

 

Format of the debate 
The draft resolution and the amendments recommended by the PES Presidency will be the 
basis for the debate 
 
After a brief keynote introduction the Chair of the Council will open the floor to debate the 
Resolution.  
 
Following the decision of the PES Presidency meeting on 24 November 2017, delegates who 
are willing to intervene must have submitted a speaking request to the PES Secretariat before 
Thursday 30th November at 17.00h.  The Council Chair or the panel chair will give the floor 
trying to accommodate all the requests. Depending of the number of requests, interventions 
might be restricted. 
 
Vote on amendments 
Amendments will be voted on one by one.  
 
The vote takes place by show of hands. In case a result is unclear, the Council Secretariat will 
count all delegate votes. Only delegates of full member parties are entitled to vote. 
 
Vote on the whole resolution: At the end of the vote, there will be a vote on the whole 
resolution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Annex 4 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Annex 5 

PES 2019 Common Candidate roadmap 

Vote # Line # Proposed by Vote 

1. 84 PD Italy ADDITION: IN FAVOUR / 
AGAINST  
An extra point at line 84: 
“To support the proposal 
of electing a part of the 
Members of the new 
European Parliament 
through European lists of 
candidates, presented by 
the different European 
political Parties, led by the 
candidates at the 
Presidency of the 
European Commission” 



 

Annex 6 

 PES Council Resolution 

Approved by the PES Council in Lisbon on 1 December 2017 

PES 2019 Common Candidate roadmap 
 
For the first time, on 1 March 2014, a pan-European common candidate was designated by a 
pan-European party, the Party of European Socialists. This was a revolution in the context of 
the European election, and an ambitious step for a reinforced European democracy. For the 
first time in its history, European citizens could vote for a majority in the European Parliament 
not only through national political parties’ lists, but also with a European common candidate 
for each family, and its leader would become the president of the European Commission. This 
new democratic path was initiated by the PES, and we should be proud of having lead the 
way to other European parties 
 
After the European elections to the European Parliament in 2009, and after several 
discussions among our member parties, the PES decided to include this procedure in the PES 
Statutes by the 8th PES congress in 2009 in Prague in the following terms: 

 
Article 25 of the PES statutes foresee that “The Election Congress shall: - elect the PES 
common Candidate to the European Commission Presidency, through an open, transparent 
and democratic competitive process; - adopt the PES Manifesto for the European elections.”  
Therefore, we agreed to prepare the 2014 European elections by nominating one common 
candidate on behalf of the PES family for the position of President of the European 
Commission. 
 
Next year, the 2010 PES Council in Warsaw adopted a resolution establishing a Working 
Group led by PES Treasurer Ruairi Quinn to develop a democratic and transparent nomination 
procedure for election our common candidate. This working group with representation of all 
our member parties worked for many months on the terms and conditions of this procedure to 
elect the common candidate of our political family to the European elections of 2014. The end 
of this long process was the election of Martin Schulz as our common candidate by the 
member parties and ratified by the delegates in the Rome PES Election Congress, in March 
2014. 
 
This decision taken by the 2014 PES Election Congress was an important step forward on the 
road to a more democratic Europe and created an opportunity to make European election 
campaigns more visible and political than ever before, especially because four other European 
political parties followed the PES initiative and proposed common candidates as well. The 
billboards surrounding the European Parliament proclaimed “This time it’s different”, and the 
so-called “Spitzenkandidaten” process was the main novelty of that campaign, which gave the 
European elections an entirely new dynamic, more visibility and a European perspective in 
these elections that too often are determined by national politics. The five European 
candidates to become President of the European Commission made European tours, 
participating in rallies all over Europe, and having a strong visibility in many of EU countries. 
The epitome of all this were the debates that the five candidates had, which were broadcasted 
by dozens of national media and watched it by millions of Europeans.  
 
However, during the 2014 elections, our family of social democrats did not manage to become 
the biggest political group in the European Parliament, and Jean-Claude Juncker from the 
EPP managed to become the new President of the European Commission.  
 



 

As expressed in the 2015 PES Congress in Budapest5, our main challenge for the European 
political cycle ahead of us is to win the next European elections and to have our common 
candidate elected as the next European Commission President in 2019. 
 
At this challenging crossroads for Europe, we must relaunch European social democracy and 

progressive and democratic values. We have to show that the PES parties represent a clear 

alternative to the current European state of play. We have to prove to our citizens that the 

PES, within the European Institutions and through the national member parties, is able to 

promote and implement our call for a democratic paradigm shift in European policies, from 

blind austerity to investment, growth policies and solidarity. We want to do that putting the 

citizens in the centre of our political action, protecting the vulnerable people and defending 

our fundamental values as a political family.  

Therefore, the social democratic, progressive and democratic family is ready to elaborate a 

common PES electoral strategy for the next European elections. The PES needs to engage 

with much more citizens by addressing the European political issues at stake during those 

elections. We, as a European party, need again a common PES Manifesto and a PES 

Common Candidate for the Presidency of the European Commission, but this time we need 

to take a step further, if we still want to become innovative and ambitious. 

Our political family will aim to build up a coalition of progressive and pro-European forces in 

the newly elected European Parliament that would vote for the PES Common Candidate to be 

next European Commission President.  

With this goal, the PES will select its Common Candidate through a democratic, open and 

transparent process, supervised by the Working Group Candidate 2019. This process will end 

with the second PES Election Congress in spring 2019, which aims to kick off the PES 2019 

European election campaign.  

With this in mind, in its 2017 Council meeting, the PES agreed: 

- To elect the Working Group Candidate 2019, with the composition shown below.  

- This Working Group will discuss and propose an election process, which will be 

adopted by the PES Presidency in autumn 2018 

- To identify, in case there are several candidates and in order to promote an open 

debate also at the national level, a selection procedure of direct consultation among 

party members that can include internal primaries and the possibility to hold open 

primaries. 

-  To set an end date for candidacy applications no later than two weeks before the 2018 

PES Congress, which we schedule for late 2018 

- To support the proposal of electing a part of the Members of the new European 

Parliament through European lists of candidates, presented by the different European 

political Parties, led by the candidates at the Presidency of the European Commission” 

 

 

 

                                                           
5 Resolution “PES Roadmap toward 2019”, adopted by the PES Congress in Budapest in 2015 



 

Annex 7 

Working Group Candidate 2019 

Chairman: Ruairi Quinn. Members: 17 Men and 17 Women 

 

 

 

 

Party Representative 

Austria SPÖ Andrea Brunner 

Belgium PS Marie Arena 

Belgium sp.a Jan De Bock 

Bulgaria BSP Deniza Slaveta 

Croatia SDP Rajko Ostoic 

Czech Republic CSSD Olga Sehnalova 

Denmark SD Christel Schaldemose 

Estonia SDE Madis Roodla 

Finland SDP Tytti Tuppurainen 

France PS Pierre Kanuty 

Germany SPD Felix Porkert 

Greece PASOK Sylvana Rapti 

Ireland Labour Dominic Hannigan 

Italy PSI  Pia Locatelli 

Italy PD  Piero Fassino 

Latvia Concord Iveta Sers 

Lithuania LSDP Gintautas Paluckas 

Malta PL Marc Vella Bonnici 

Netherlands PvdA Kirsten Meijer 

Norway DNA Marte Ingul 

Poland SLD Andrzej Szejna 

Portugal PS Francisco André 

Romania PSD Victor Negrescu 

Slovakia SMER Katarina Roth Nevedalova 

Slovenia SD Tanja Fajon 

Spain PSOE Laura Ballarin 

Sweden SAP Andrine Winter 

UK Labour Iain McNicol 

Northern Ireland SLDP Donal Lyons 

S&D Group in the EP Enrique Guerrero 

PES Group in the CoR Christophe Rouillon 

FEPS Maria João Rodrigues 

PES Women Zita Gurmai 

YES João Albuquerque 

file:///C:/Users/alberto.bondesio/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/PK7WAOVU/Copy%20of%20Copy%20of%20Proposal%20membership%20fee%20rev%2001a.xlsx%23Sheet1!A41
file:///C:/Users/alberto.bondesio/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/PK7WAOVU/Copy%20of%20Copy%20of%20Proposal%20membership%20fee%20rev%2001a.xlsx%23Sheet1!A42
file:///C:/Users/alberto.bondesio/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/PK7WAOVU/Copy%20of%20Copy%20of%20Proposal%20membership%20fee%20rev%2001a.xlsx%23Sheet1!A44
file:///C:/Users/alberto.bondesio/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/PK7WAOVU/Copy%20of%20Copy%20of%20Proposal%20membership%20fee%20rev%2001a.xlsx%23Sheet1!A47


 

Annex 8 

Statement to the PES  
Since its start, the European Union has not only assured peace and stability in Europe but 
also strengthened the conditions for growth and jobs through free trade and increasingly 
integrated markets. Today, the single market consists of about 500 million consumers and 
around 20 million companies. It offers EU companies a large home market and EU citizens 
the right to work and study in other EU countries.  
 
At the same time, the European Union faces several difficult challenges. While recovery from 
the euro crisis seems to be finally well on its way, it has left significant scars. Several countries 
still struggle with high unemployment, weak competitiveness, impaired balance sheets of 
banks and high levels of public debt. Furthermore, the European Union as a whole struggles 
with handling large migration flows, increased geopolitical tensions, terrorism and managing 
the climate challenge.  
 
Most of these challenges can only be dealt with effectively if we deal with them together. We 
need active collaboration against terrorism and organized crime, effective supervision of our 
external borders and anew fair and sustainable asylum system, joint efforts against climate 
change and further initiatives to promote more and better jobs within Europe. But while EU-
institutions and bodies are best suited to address common cross-border challenges, national 
authorities are far better at identifying challenges, as well as shaping and executing policies, 
at national level. Therefore, it is of key importance to strike the right balance between EU and 
national responsibilities.  
 
One such area is taxation. Here we want a strong cooperation when it comes to combating 
tax fraud and tax havens. European – and global - cooperation on such issues is tremendously 
important. However, each member state also has different economic, social and political 
conditions. National tax systems need to be designed in accordance with the societal model 
in the respective member state, without undermining the principles of solidarity and loyal 
cooperation by actively and deliberately harming the tax bases of other EU member states.  
We believe that strengthening the resilience of Member States’ economies, simplifying the 
fiscal rules, completing the Banking Union as well as the Capital Markets Union and finding 
new ways to create more and better jobs are all proper responses to the economic challenges 
we face. A lot of work has already been done in these areas and it is crucial that we now follow 
through on what we have already started by completing and implementing existing initiatives. 
We believe that this is much more important than launching new initiatives.  
 
Strengthening the resilience of Member States economies  
Sound public finances are a prerequisite for growth and employment – not a constraint. Jobs 
and growth must be built on a solid foundation regarding the sustainability of public finances. 
It is therefore desirable that Member States’ fiscal rules support prudent fiscal policies. In a 
monetary union, unsustainable public finances in one Member State can have strongly 
negative spillovers in other Member States. This justifies fiscal rules at EU and Euro Area level 
that prevent countries from building up too much public debt. It is important that Member 
States follow such rules. To create ever more flexible rules or ways to bend the rules that we 
have all agreed on is not the way forward – quite the opposite.  
 
Simplifying the fiscal rules  
While it is important to follow the common fiscal rules that we have agreed on, we acknowledge 
that the current rules have become so complex that their implementation is very difficult to 
predict. We believe that a simpler framework would be easier to follow and more transparent 
in terms of enforcement.  



 

 
Completing the Banking Union  
In working towards a strengthened EMU, a key objective should be to complete the Banking 
Union. This will be crucial for breaking the link between weak banks and weak public finances, 
which has been a destructive force during the euro crisis.  
Legacy assets are still a problem and need to be dealt with to pave the way for agreement on 
elements of risk sharing still missing from the banking union, specifically a backstop for the 
single resolution fund (SRF) and a common deposit insurance scheme (EDIS). It is generally 
important that the banking union is constructed in a manner that creates sound incentives to 
limit moral hazard.  
 
Completing the Capital Markets Union  
Creating good financial conditions, with more financing options, is key to foster jobs and 
growth in the EU. A well-functioning capital markets union is important in order to achieve this. 
It could greatly improve the ability of in particular small and medium-sized companies to 
finance themselves and it would therefore be conducive to investment and employment growth 
in the long run. To move forward with creating a capital markets union is also an important 
priority in the short run since, currently, the lending capacity of the banking system is 
constrained by remaining high levels of nonperforming loans.  
 
More and better jobs  
Free trade and openness to foreign as well as domestic competition is a fundamental driving 
force behind increased prosperity and more jobs. We should continue our efforts to tear down 
trade barriers so that we can all benefit from the free movement of goods and services. The 
EU needs to secure more free trade agreements and continue to deepen the single market.  
We should never accept that people are paid wages that they cannot live on or work under 
conditions that jeopardise their health. Therefore we support the proposed revision of the 
Posting of Workers directive, which guarantees equal pay for equal work, regardless of where 
workers come from. It’s time for a more social Europe. We welcome the proclamation of the 
European Pillar of Social Rights, which consists of twenty principles that put citizens’ interests 
first and that should be regularly monitored. It is through this kind of structured cooperation 
that we can bolster each other and together strengthen citizens’ rights in Europe.  
 
Member states responsibility for democracy within the EU  
Democracy is a core value for us as a family. The gap between the citizens and politicians is 
widening and we need to take responsibility in the member states to bridge it so it is not 
becoming an abyss. A common European list is not the way forward; on the contrary, we 
believe it will only increase the gap. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Annex 9 

Mr./Madam Speaker, dear friends and allies. It is truly a pleasure and an honor to meet with 

all of you. I would also like to express my sincere gratitude toward our Portuguese friends for 

hosting this event and welcoming us with such hospitality. 

  

I have been granted the opportunity to speak in order to elevate the viewpoints of the Swedish 

Social Democratic party on the Council Resolution. The statements of the resolution deviate 

from the Swedish stance to such extent that we have chosen to clarify our standpoints in a 

written statement. 

 

We are, as a party in government, quite cautious about what policy proposals we sign. The 

resolution is in that regard a little bit too much of a wish list. 

 

The Swedish Social democrats really believe that  

The European Union serves a crucial function in assuring peace, stability and economic 

prosperity in Europe. However, the European Union also faces challenges that need to be 

resolved. 

  

First, the effects of the Financial Crisis still linger in many member states, putting a strain on 

prosperity.  

In order to manage this issue and strengthen the economic resilience of the member states, 

sound public finances is a prerequisite. Jobs and growth must be built on a solid foundation 

of sustainable public finances. When the economy is now improving, resources should of 

course be directed toward productive investments and redistributive policies. But a more 

favourable economic situation should also be used to structural fiscal consolidation and 

decreasing public debt.  

   

Second, the European Union as a whole struggles to handle large migration flows, increased 

geopolitical tensions, terrorism, climate change and democratic legitimacy. 

  

We believe that issues concerning common cross-border challenges should be addressed, by 

the EU-institutions. 

  

However, our firm opinion is that national matters are better managed at a national level. And 

we insist that the focus of the European Union now should be to follow through to complete 



 

and implement projects already decided on, rather than launching new initiatives on the 

institutional level.  

 

The democratic legitimacy of the European Union is at risk due to the gap between citizens 

and politics. It cannot be solved if the European Union intervenes further in national concerns 

or with institutional issues far from the everyday life of citizens. 

 

This perspective should also influence our electoral strategy. The pan-European electoral list 

is top down project in a time when candidates should be closer than ever to citizens.  

 

We believe this perspective is of the utmost importance in order to tackle the challenges that 

the European Union is facing and to gain support for democracy and European collaborations 

-and strengthen the position for progressive, socialist and social Democratic values in Europe. 

 

We regret that we with this background feel forced to not participate in the resolution and we 

will include this statement together with a document elaborating our standpoint further, in the 

minutes of the Council 

 

Mr./Madam Speaker, dear friends, thank you for your time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Annex 10 

 

Non controversial adjustments 

 

Line # Proposed by Change 

6 S&D Europe is in greater danger than ever before of disappearing because 
it lacks strong policies to address the challenges of our time. Brexit, the 
threat of separatism, the rise of right-wing populism, extremism and 
terrorism endanger our social model and our way of life. The future of 
the European Union will be shaped by a sequence of key decisions 
over the next year. We, socialists and social-democrats, need to lead 
the progressive forces with a clear vision and roadmap to meet the 
challenges ahead with stronger European solutions addressing 
citizens' concerns such as working and living conditions, social 
inequalities, climate change and security. The conservative and neo-
liberal forces have pushed the EU to the brink of decline and 
fragmentation, feeding in new populist, xenophobic and nationalist 
forces claiming that to protect people we need to go back to national 
borders and self-centred solutions. 
 

17 SDP Lithuania 
“Citizens have been striving for a better quality of life and more 
protections, in terms of safety, jobs, or social rights.” 

21 
SDP Lithuania “Our values of progress, freedom, equality¸ social justice and solidarity 

are the foundations” 

66 
SPD Germany Digitalisation challenges us to rethink the future of labour protection, 

the future of work and the future of education. We want to fight for 
equality in the digital sphere, especially through net neutrality." 

68 

SDP Lithuania ..means promoting high-quality public services that ensure effective 
access to social housing, public health, timely access to affordable, 
preventive and curative healthcare of good quality and essential 
services. 

 

Amendments 

Vote # Line # Proposed by Vote 

2. 96 EDEK Cyprus DELETION: IN FAVOUR / AGAINST  
This is why we support the coordination of tax policies with the 
establishment of a common consolidated corporate tax base. 



 

Vote # Line # Proposed by Vote 

4. 97 and 
104 

PvdA Netherlands, 
PS France 

DELETION AND REPLACEMENT: IN FAVOUR / AGAINST  
 

Line 97: of a common consolidated corporate tax base, 
including the taxation of the Digital Giants, the so-called 
GAFA Tax (Google/Amazon/Facebook/Apple). 
 
Line 104: …just as we support the Tax on Digital Giants, the so-
called GAFA Tax (Google/Amazon/Facebook/Apple)… 

7. 120 PvdA the 
Netherlands 

DELETION: IN FAVOUR / AGAINST  
 
… ownership of reforms. The Eurogroup in particular can no 
longer be left as an informal institution without parliamentary 
oversight. It must be given a permanent President, a European 
Finance Minister, double hatted as member of the European 
Commission, fully accountable to the European Parliament.   

9. 130 PvdA the 
Netherlands, SD 
Denmark 

DELETION AND REPLACEMENT: IN FAVOUR / AGAINST  
 
…it is vital that the EU is provided with an increased a 
modernised budget that matches 

10. 132 PvdA the 
Netherlands, SD 
Denmark 

DELETION: IN FAVOUR / AGAINST  
 
… political priorities. To promote better budgetary stability and 
coherence in the long-term, we need to reduce the share of 
Member State contributions to the EU budget, to be replaced 
and strengthened with direct financial sources (so-called “own 
resources”). 

12. 156 PvdA the 
Netherlands 

DELETION AND REPLACEMENT: IN FAVOUR / AGAINST  
 
NOTE: IF VOTE 11 IS IN FAVOUR OF DELETION, VOTE 12 
AUTOMATICALLY ALSO BECOMES FOR DELETION 
 
… to introduce pan-European electoral lists, which could be 
based, at least in parts, on the seats left vacant by the 73 UK 
MEPs after Brexit 

13. 157 PS France ADDITION: IN FAVOUR / AGAINST  
… vacant by the 73 UK MEP’s after Brexit. To make European 
citizenship a reality, we want to give the ability for EU citizens to 
vote where they live at all elections (regional, and national 
levels). 

15. 250 PS France ADDITION: IN FAVOUR / AGAINST  
… that go beyond the traditional ones. Member States need to 
increase their financial contribution to the European defence 
projects. This should not be at the expense of others, such as 
youth budget, cohesion policy and employment. This is why we 
also strongly back… 

17. 254 Young European 
Socialists 

DELETION: IN FAVOUR / AGAINST  
.. and the strengthening of our defence industry  



 

Vote # Line # Proposed by Vote 

18. 254 SD Denmark ADDITION: IN FAVOUR / AGAINST  
.. and the strengthening of our defence industry and strengthen 
the European contribution to the NATO cooperation 

19. 290 SPD Germany ADDITION: IN FAVOUR / AGAINST  

… humane and realistic response to the challenges of asylum and 

migration. In order to stimulate the debate along the lines of these 

topics and questions, a PES High Level Group on Renewal is to 

be established. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Annex 11 

PES Council Resolution 

#Progressive Europe/Renewal 

Adopted by the PES Council in Lisbon on 1 December 2017 

The future of the European Union will be shaped by a sequence of key decisions over the next 
year. We, socialists and social-democrats, need to lead the progressive forces with a clear 
vision and roadmap to meet the challenges ahead with stronger European solutions 
addressing citizens' concerns such as working and living conditions, social inequalities, 
climate change and security. The conservative and neo-liberal forces have pushed the EU to 
the brink of decline and fragmentation, feeding in new populist, xenophobic and nationalist 
forces claiming that to protect people we need to go back to national borders and self-centred 
solutions. 

The differences between the left and the right on the future of Europe are greater than ever. 
This is why progressive parties must work together. It has worked in the past and today it 
works in Portugal. 

This is why we are happy to be hosted in Lisbon by the Government of Prime Minister Costa 
for this Council of the Party of European Socialists that comes at a critical time for Europe and 
our political family. 

Our continent is in a time of deep uncertainty and increasing polarisation, with a political scene 
that is becoming highly fragmented. Citizens have been striving for a better quality of life and 
more protections, in terms of safety, jobs, or social rights. We have always defended and 
promoted these objectives. The PES has been at the forefront of the battle to translate these 
into tangible actions in Europe. In the past, our political family has been the one that has fought 
to bring market forces under control and organised efficient welfare states. We are proud of 
this fight and have to keep it up in our cities, regions, countries, and in Europe. Our values of 
progress, freedom, equality, social justice and solidarity are the foundations of our 
engagement, and the guarantee of a better future for all. In recent years, we the Socialists 
have fought against the devastating effects of liberal austerity policies. However, the social 
effects of the crisis have awakened nationalisms that threaten not only social progress, but 
also the very existence of the European project. We want to put an end to the rise of populism, 
nationalism, and extremism in our countries by addressing their root causes. 

We are here today to reaffirm that the debate on the future of Europe is fundamental, and that 
we stand ready to play a central role. To respond to the current challenges of our continent 
with a long-term perspective, we have opened an important reflection in the PES High Level 
Working Group on the future of Europe. It is key for our political family to embrace our 
traditional values and achievements, and apply them to the world of today and tomorrow for 
the well-being of European citizens. A progressive European Union is an absolute necessity 
to ensure strong protection for all in a globalised world. We want the EU as an ally for its 
citizens and its Member States. As PES, together with our Prime Ministers and leaders, our 
parliamentarians, our mayors and local representatives, our partners from civil society and 
trade union, we want a progressive renewal for Europe that brings: 

1. Jobs and strong social protection for all  

For us this means first and foremost that everyone in Europe must benefit from decent wages 
and decent working conditions and enjoy a decent work-life balance, including the right to 
switch-off. Europe has to therefore provide the definition of common rules for decent working 
conditions and health and safety at work, with proper contracts and real access to social 



 

protection in all forms of employment.  Much needs to be done to bridge the differences 
between North and South, East and West and to harmonise working conditions across the EU 
in order to promote better social standards. Our paramount aim is to foster economic, social 
and territorial cohesion by relaunching a true social and economic convergence.  

We want to propose a Solidarity Pact for Europe. To improve the lives of citizens, and to boost 
our economies, it is essential to achieve faster wage increases. For everyone to enjoy a decent 
standard of living, we will set the objective of minimum wages above the poverty level through 
law or collective bargaining all across Europe firmly in the EU’s economic governance. We 
want to force all companies to meet their obligations towards their workers and contribute their 
fair share to society, and prevent all forms of social and tax dumping, whether of geographic, 
digital, or other origin. We want to ban zero-hour contracts in our continent. We want the 
effective implementation of fair rules for workers’ mobility, with the support of a European 
Labour Authority with real powers of control and enforcement. This must respect national 
practices and the role of social partners in each of the Member States. We remain committed 
to our European Youth Plan. The European Youth Guarantee must be extended and 
strengthened with additional funds from 2020 onwards, in order to ensure its homogenous 
implementation throughout all Member States as well as equal opportunities for all young 
people. Our plan is to give every young person in Europe access to education and an extended 
Erasmus programme which doesn’t exclude anyone because of their economic background 
or resources, and access to culture with European Culture Cheques, as our family was the 
first to propose. Our plan promotes a European Child Guarantee to ensure that every child 
has universal access to quality healthcare, childcare, education, decent housing and adequate 
nutrition.  

We want to bring also affordable healthcare for all, quality education and life-long learning. It 
means following up on the proclamation of the Pillar of Social Rights, at the Gothenburg Social 
Summit hosted by the Swedish government led by the SAP, by delivering a comprehensive 
Social Action Plan, giving the pillar the means to achieve its ambitions. Digitalisation 
challenges us to rethink the future of labour protection, the future of work and the future of 
education. We want to fight for equality in the digital sphere, especially through net neutrality. 
It means guaranteeing strong trade unions with powerful collective agreements as a key pillar 
of our societies. It means promoting high-quality public services that ensure effective access 
to social housing, public health, timely access to affordable, preventive and curative healthcare 
of good quality and essential services. Because everyone should be protected against the 
hazards of life, strong safety nets that guarantee income security and health protection to all 
must be provided. 

2. Fair economic development and prosperity for all  

This requires that we build economies that are sustainable, promote equality, and bring 
stability and prosperity to all. This is why we have long been fighting to reverse the neoliberal 
approach of cutting expenditure and dismantling social rights under the pretext that these are 
necessary to create growth. We have to turn austerity onto its head and make clear that 
“trickle-down theory” simply does not work because it only brings prosperity to the few, while 
impoverishing the many, and damaging the viability of our welfare states and threatening its 
very own future. Our project means investing for a better quality of life for all. It means 
prioritising economic growth, employment and investment both public and private. It means 
that European Law must ensure that neither basic economic freedoms nor competition rules 
take precedence over fundamental social rights, which must be enshrined as fundamental 
values in the EU Treaties. It means that the prosperity stemming from globalisation and trade 
must be shared more equally. It means a more efficient, inclusive and democratic EMU and 
Eurozone that promote solidarity.  



 

For too long, European fiscal rules have been interpreted in a restrictive way, hampering the 
ability of countries to invest and grow, and undermining social rights. These fiscal rules are no 
longer fit for the needs of our societies. They need to be revised to promote and encourage 
fiscal flexibility and stronger investment in sustainable development. We need a simpler and 
more transparent application in order to secure the sustainability, predictability and equal 
treatment of budgets along with the prosperity of our societies   

We must also toughen the rules on tax evasion and fraud. The “Paradise Papers” published 
by the ICIJ, are yet another reminder of the urgency of our calls to close tax loopholes, and to 
fight tax fraud, tax evasion, and tax havens. We cannot accept for the European space to be 
abused by legal entities and companies, digital or not, which avoid paying their due. Tax 
transparency is key. Every year 1 trillion euros is lost due to tax fraud and tax evasion. Every 
euro that is owed and not paid is a euro that is stolen from the worker, the unemployed, the 
sick. Profits should be taxed where they are created. This is why we support the coordination 
of tax policies with the establishment of a common consolidated corporate tax base, including 
the taxation of the Digital Giants, the so-called GAFA Tax (Google/Amazon/Facebook/Apple). 
To close the net completely we must also create a multilateral tax agreement for the automatic 
exchange of tax related information, imposing a reporting obligation on all financial institutions, 
trusts and foundations in the EU, and their ultimate beneficial ownership. We must intensify 
public country by country reporting; develop stronger sanctions for banks, legal entities and 
individuals that assist in tax fraud or evasion; establish a black list of tax havens, a list of non-
cooperative jurisdictions; and offer whistle-blowers full protection. We also support the 
implementation of the Financial Transaction Tax so that the financial sector contributes its fair 
share to society. 

The PES is asking to give the European Union the means to protect its citizens from financial 
and economic crises. We will complete the Banking Union to ensure that people’s savings are 
safe in the banks. We will put in place greater financial guarantees - that will allow the Union 
to safeguard our banks and economies in case of financial shocks.  

Eurozone countries must promote more solidarity measures and mechanisms, and a 
Eurozone budget that will drive economic and social targets simultaneously for upward 
convergence. These steps must tend towards the transformation of the European Stability 
Mechanism in a European Monetary Fund (EMF) that will serve the double purpose of 
promoting stability as well as solidarity, based on growth-friendly and socially sensitive 
policies, and that must follow the community method.  

The PES is aiming to set up full democratic accountability and responsibility in European 
economic decision-making and in the functioning of the Eurozone. All these changes and their 
legislative processes must fully involve the European Parliament as the only directly elected 
European institution by giving it co-decision powers. The role of national parliaments should 
also be strengthened to assume ownership of reforms.  The Eurogroup in particular can no 
longer be left as an informal institution without parliamentary oversight. It must be given a 
permanent President, a European Finance Minister, double hatted as member of the 
European Commission, fully accountable to the European Parliament.   

We are fighting inequalities between and within regions. We insist that cohesion and 
convergence policy is a key pillar of the European project. As such, it must remain as a priority 
in terms of financial means in the next MFF beyond 2020, which means it must be provided 
with at least the same share in the budget it has currently. It must remain a policy that benefits 
all countries and regions of the EU, richer and poorer, whilst prioritising the regions and people 
that are most in need. To be able to continue with an effective cohesion and convergence 
policy, and more generally efficient European policies, it is vital that the EU is provided with 
an increased budget that matches the level of its ambition. The setting of the EU budget is not 
a technical exercise, but a clear setting of political priorities. To promote better budgetary 



 

stability and coherence in the long-term, we need to reduce the share of Member State 
contributions to the EU budget, to be replaced and strengthened with direct financial sources 
(so-called “own resources”).  

3. Vibrant democracies, with full gender equality, and free of discrimination 

The PES will continue its fight to build societies that are diverse, open, and free of 
discrimination, where diversity is respected and welcomed, and where rights and duties are 
the same for all. We believe in strong cooperation between people, regions and countries, and 
are alarmed by the resurgence of nationalist and separatist tendencies in Europe. Europe 
needs more solidarity, not more borders. We will also fight for societies in which the personal 
data of every European citizen is protected, with digital giants strictly scrutinised. This means 
strengthening European democracy, which is a core principle for our political family. We want 
to reinforce citizens’ participative decision-making processes at all levels. We must increase 
our engagement with our citizens and civil society, and strengthen the mechanisms that 
protect the rule of law. This is even more important in times where the rule of law is 
undermined, where citizens’ disenchantment with politics is growing, where disinformation and 
fake news are a reality, and where respect for citizens’ fundamental rights and freedoms is 
under threat. We remain committed to giving the European Parliament and national 
parliaments a fundamental role in all policy-making and in addressing breaches of the rule of 
law.   

The PES will work with all its members to make the 2019 European elections a success. We 
remain committed to run with our own common candidate (“Spitzenkandidat”), that was first 
put forward before the 2014 European elections by our political family, to the post of President 
of the European Commission, to be selected internally in an open, transparent, and 
participatory process. The Spitzenkandidat from the political family that is able to form a 
majority coalition in the European Parliament should become the next President of the 
European Commission based on a joint political roadmap. To further strengthen the European 
dimension of these elections, we want to examine ways to introduce pan-European electoral 
lists, which could be based, at least in parts, on the seats left vacant by the 73 UK MEPs after 
Brexit. To make European citizenship a reality, we want to give the ability for EU citizens to 
vote where they live at all elections (regional, and national levels). Furthermore, we want to 
build new alliances with progressive and green forces on issues we share a common vision 
on. 

In today’s society gender discrimination is unacceptable. It is necessary to promote a Gender 
Equality Strategy for the EU to which all EU institutions, and Member States must commit. 
This means fighting to reduce the gender pay gap by 2 percentage points each year, with 
effective mechanisms such as Pay Gap Audits, in respect with national collective bargaining 
practices. It also means elaborating a comprehensive EU strategy to end the gender pension 
gap, currently standing at around 40% in the EU. It means putting pressure on all countries, 
in the EU and beyond, to ratify and implement the Istanbul Convention to fight gender-based 
violence, which still affects one in three women in the world.  

It means calling for a more ambitious work-life balance package with policies that ensure 
balanced and flexible maternity, paternity, parental and carers’ leave arrangements as well as 
affordable, high quality and accommodating care services for children and dependents (e.g. 
elderly care). This is the only way we can truly promote and secure equal rights for women’s 
access and contribution to the labour market, and for fathers’ equal participation in family life. 
It means the relentless promotion of sexual health and reproductive rights, including the 
access to safe and legal abortion for all women throughout the EU.  

It means putting an end once and for all to the scourge of sexual harassment and gender 
violence, which kills thousands of women every year all over the world. We advocate zero 



 

tolerance of abusers, and preventive public policies with enough resources to fight this 
problem as well as to protect the victims. To achieve these objectives, gender mainstreaming 
is more than crucial. Every step in the policy-making process needs to consider gender 
representation and to reflect gender responsive contents. Fighting women and girls’ sexual 
trafficking and ending this lucrative market must be a European priority. 

Moreover, fighting for the recognition of full and equal rights to LGBTI people in all aspects of 
economic, social, and private life is a priority for us. This means building a Europe where 
equality and non-discrimination are backed by the adoption of full equality legislation in all 
areas of life, and for gender identity to be explicitly covered in all relevant EU instruments. 
This also means EU-wide hate crime legislation, equal treatment when applying the principle 
of freedom of movement for LGBTI families and full respect of the fundamental right to marry 
and to found a family.  

4. Green, safe and cohesive societies 

Our political family must be the champion of a just energy transition and protect Europeans’ 
right to live in a healthy and sustainable environment. Global warming, and all its 
consequences threaten the wellbeing and ways of living of millions of people in Europe and 
worldwide. Despite the overall consensus about the threat of climate change, extreme-right 
and the majority of right wing parties are blocking any measures to make progress on this 
subject. For socialists and progressives, there is only one way: Europe has to be greener and 
more sustainable. The Paris Agreement, achieved thanks to the leadership of the previous 
socialist government in France, is our guideline to fight climate change and we are well aware 
that much more needs to be done at EU, national, regional and local level to reach the Paris 
targets of keeping global warming well below 2 degrees Celsius. In line with the 21 Progressive 
Proposals for COP 21, which we commonly agreed on October 21st 2015 in Paris, we reiterate 
our call for the introduction of a European system of carbon taxation that sets a price on carbon 
of more than 50 € per tonne by 2020 and 100 € per tonne by 2030. We want the EU to set a 
formal and binding target to fully and fairly decarbonise its economy by the middle of this 
century, with a clear strategy on the economic, social and environmental transformations 
needed, including a Just Transition Fund for the regions most in need. With the right 
framework, this enormous challenge can also be the source of many new, quality jobs and 
business opportunities in the green economy. Investing in clean energy deployment and 
energy efficiency measures is crucial for creating a sustainable future. In a just transition we 
will make climate action an agenda for social justice and the modernisation of our industrial 
base.  

At another level, Europe is facing new threats that were thought to be disappearing. 
Radicalism and extremism are responsible for terrorist attacks in different cities of our 
continent. These threats are real, and can best be tackled by stepping up the cooperation 
between Member States and EU law enforcement agencies, as well as with our international 
partners. Among the various initiatives towards a more integrated European approach, the 
PES agrees to initiate the reflection on the establishing of a European Bureau of Intelligence 
and Investigation with the authority to investigate and prosecute terrorism-related offences 
and transnational crimes.  

The PES highlights that these efforts must go hand-in-hand with the defence of fundamental 
freedoms and rights, which are also preconditions for true, lasting, and fair security. Coercive 
measures are necessary, but they are only one side of the equation, and must be 
complemented with efficient programmes and policies aimed at preventing and countering 
violent extremism and radicalisation, and at strengthening integration and social inclusion, 
through education and social cohesion policies.  

5. A Europe that projects a shared vision and common action in the world  



 

The EU is faced with multiple challenges that affect global stability and that can only be tackled 
with a long-term and holistic external action policy. The enlargement process represents a 
strategic investment in peace, democracy, prosperity, security and stability in Europe which 
implies that EU must continue to support the European perspective of candidate countries and 
promote positive social and economic reforms in order to enhance the resilience of the region 
and, thus, ensure the security of Europe itself. The EU has to take greater responsibility for its 
security and defence, in the name of both better protection of its citizens and interests and 
greater influence in the world, by realising its great potential in tackling global challenges and 
shaping global norms in a progressive direction. This includes taking responsibility for the 
developments in the EU’s neighbourhood as we are seeing the impact of wars, conflicts, poor 
governance, poverty and climate change outside the EU. The main challenge for the European 
Union is in Africa and in the Mediterranean area. It is in the relation with Africa that it will be 
decided what will be the future of our Continent: not only immigration but also development, 
trade, energy. This is why the PES is supporting what has been proposed by the Italian 
government, led by progressive forces, known as “migration compact”. Cooperation, 
development, security, and migration governance will depend on the capability of the 
European Union and its Member States to have a global approach to these challenges. 
Refugees and asylum seekers are calling for help. Despite some failures to answer properly 
these challenges, Member States must improve their answers and show solidarity with each 
other, with those countries that host the largest number of refugees and with the asylum 
seekers themselves, and a sound, functioning and solidarity-based reform of the Dublin 
system. It is essential to have a European strategy that tackles the root causes of migration 
with strong development partnerships and the promotion of universal human rights and 
international law, particularly with countries in the African continent and the Middle East. This 
strategy must enable migration flows to be channelled in a controlled manner through effective 
border controls as well as through the establishment of new and safer legal channels for 
migrants and refugees. We insist in particular on the full protection of unaccompanied minors. 
We recognise the unique challenges faced by LGBTI refugees and asylum seekers and want 
to see steps taken to address these in the refugee and asylum policies of the EU, Member 
States and other European countries. It is also important to include a clear gender dimension 
because of heightened risks of gender-based violence, as well as providing psychological 
assistance to refugees. Europe must live up to its international obligations to provide asylum, 
promote well-managed migration and work for inclusive societies through effective integration 
policies. 

The EU needs to have a strong and clear role in the global order, with specific aims, innovative 
tools and new allies that go beyond the traditional ones. Member States need to increase their 
financial contribution to the European defence projects. This should not be at the expense of 
others, such as youth budget, cohesion policy and employment. This is why we also strongly 
back the European Union Global Strategy presented by the High Representative for Foreign 
Affairs and Security and support the development of a European defence policy, with an 
ambitious and inclusive Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO), the reinforcement of 
the European headquarters, and the strengthening of our defence. We will continue to promote 
peace, democracy, human rights, regional cooperation, the rule of law, the implementation of 
the Sustainable Development Goals and the Paris Agreement on climate change in Europe 
and worldwide. We believe that multilateralism is the best way to secure fair global 
governance.  We are convinced that our future is linked to the future of the rest of the world, 
particularly through our renewed partnership with Africa and the Middle East aimed at 
supporting fair social development in this rapidly changing continent, as well as considering 
Latin America as a key partner and strategic ally in order to face the common global 
challenges. Trade is an important instrument to promote our economy and our values. This is 
why we want to ensure that the EU values, social and environmental standards and principles 
shape globalisation and why we believe that human rights and social justice must be at the 



 

heart of all EU external policies including the trade policy. Free trade has historically played 
an important role in creating growth and prosperity at the European continent and is an 
important part in the EU-cooperation. Today, trade agreements between Europe and third 
countries must ensure growth and welfare between the trading partners, while increasing 
consumer protection, labour and environment standards. Trade agreements must be more 
transparent and accountable in order to evaluate their real impact on the economy, the 
environment and standards of life. Negotiations should be open to democratic consultation of 
trade unions and civil society, in order to ensure the necessary changes are introduced to 
address existing concerns (public services, social and environmental standards, investment 
protection).  Socialists and democrats should trigger the launch for a fair and progressive 
agenda for trade agreements at global level. 

6. Renewing our policies and our social democratic family 

As social democrats, socialists and progressives we achieved important progress for greater 
equality, economic innovation and for democracy in Europe and in the EU Member States in 
the past years. We want to build on these successes with progressive policies in the interest 
of the people. Wherever we bear political responsibility – in the EU, in the EU Member States, 
the regions our municipalities – we are committed to this goal. In some EU Member States, 
however, our social democratic family had to accept a number of painful electoral losses as of 
late that make it impossible to simply continue on the same path. Building on our values, our 
proven cooperation in the Party of European Socialists and on the political successes we 
already achieved, we are committed to work for a progressive renewal of our policies and our 
social democratic family.  

To achieve this, we need to address key issues of the future in a more fundamental way than 
it is possible in the political day-by-day. Apart from the future of the EU itself this concerns in 
particular the question of how technological progress (especially through digitalization) can be 
turned into social progress, of how in times of rapid transformation societal cohesion and 
democracy can be strengthened and of how we can give a humane and realistic response to 
the challenges of asylum and migration. In order to stimulate the debate along the lines of 
these topics and questions, a PES High Level Group on Renewal is to be established. 

Besides this programmatic debate, we will also continue to structurally strengthen the PES as 
a place for our political cooperation – at the level of heads of state and ministers, of PES 
member parties and organisations, through the partnership with the S&D group and FEPS as 
well as through the exchange and the inclusion of PES activists and members of our parties. 
In particular, we set ourselves the aim of developing the PES into the most progressive digital 
European party by strengthening the interlinking and the exchange via social media or by 
creating new forms of digital participation in political debates. We also ask the PES Presidency 
to start a debate about the possibilities of introducing double-memberships in the PES and the 
PES member parties.  

The PES Presidency is tasked with initiating this process of renewal of our policies and our 
social democratic family in close coordination with the PES member parties and organisations 
and involving PES activists, party members as well as our partners in society. The aim of this 
process is to develop first suggestions and conclusions until the next PES Congress in the 
coming year.  

Together we can deliver on our progressive vision for a brighter European future. A future 
that combines social progress, economic development and environmental sustainability, as 
defined in the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals. A future driven by solidarity 
and social justice, a future where our societies will be fair and sustainable, a future where our 
children will grow up in a healthy environment, a future where our societies will be respectful 



 

of citizens’ rights and free of discriminations based on sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or 
belief, disability, age or sexual orientation, or any other form.  

As members of the Party of European Socialists, we stand ready to renew EU policy 
and deliver on these priorities. As socialists and social democrats we are ready to make 
our ideals a reality for all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Annex 12 

 

 

Resolution concerning prisoners of conscience in Turkey 

Approved by the PES Council in Lisbon, 1 December 2017 

 

The Turkish government has been using the abortive coup on 15 July 2016 as a pretext and 

opportunity to silence all critical voices and democratic forces in the country. Under emergency 

rule conditions, the government has issued several statutory decrees that has suspended the 

law and violated most democratic rights and freedoms. There is no separation of powers in 

the country; the judiciary is under direct and heavy pressure of the 

government. Many members of parliament of our member parties CHP and HDP, Kurdish 

mayors, NGO representatives, trade unionists, intellectuals and journalists have arbitrarily 

been detained because of their critical views regarding the government. It is clear to us that 

these detentions are arbitrary and politically motivated.  

As a first step to restore the rule of law and improve democratic politics in Turkey, we call for 

the immediate release of elected Members of Parliament as listed below and all other 

prisoners of conscience in Turkey. 

 

HDP MPs CHP MP 

Selahattin Demirtaş  Enis Berberoğlu 
Figen Yüksekdağ 
Çağlar Demirel         
İdris Baluken 
Selma Irmak 
Gülser Yıldırım 
Abdullah Zeydan 
Ferhat Encü 
Burcu Çelik 

 


